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Upton-on-Severn  Rural 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 


To 

The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Upton-on-Severn  Rural 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1925. 

I  have  arranged  my  report  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  in  Circular  648,  and  have  endeavoured  to  make  it  a 
survey  report  as  requested  in  paragraph  13  of  Circular  540. 

Natural  and  Social  conditions  if  this  District. 

The  Population  (Census  1921)  was  13,280  and  the  popu¬ 
lation  (estimated  for  1925  by  R.G.)  is  13,530.  The  total  area 
in  acres  is  50,035. 

The  District  is  made  up  of  22  parishes,  of  which  16  stretch 
from  the  foot  of  the  Malvern  Hills  on  the  West,  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Severn  on  the  East.  Six  of  the  Parishes  lie  to  the 
east  or  left  bank  of  the  Severn. 

The  District  is  therefore  entirely  in  the  valley  of  the 
River  Severn  and  is  slightly  undulating. 

The  subsoil  is  marl  with  varying  beds  of  sand  and  gravel. 

In  1921  the  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  3,179, 
and  the  total  number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  was  3,190. 

The  District  is  entirely  agricultural  and  the  inhabitants 
are  mostly  employed  on  the  land,  although  a  considerable 
number,  probably  an  increasing  number  go  daily  to  employ¬ 
ment  in  neighbouring  towns. 

As  in  the  rest  of  rural  England,  the  Motor  traffic  has  greatly 
increased  in  the  last  five  years. 
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The  roads  are  excellent  and  dustproof.  There  has  been 
little  of  the  change  and  progress  in  the  last  five  post-war  years, 
that  appertains  to  Urban  Districts. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  country  the  district  has  shared  in  the 
demand  for  houses. 

At  present  the  shortage  is  not  acute.  There  are  no  fac¬ 
tories  in  the  district,  and  only  20  small  workshops. 

There  is  no  social  condition  or  particular  occupation 
which  has,  as  far  as  is  known,  any  special  influence  on  the 
public  health. 

There  is  no  marked  poverty  in  the  District,  but  at  the  same 
time  there  is  no  money  to  spare  for  various  schemes  of  sani¬ 
tation  that  are  badly  needed. 

Vital  Statistics  1925.  See  Tables  1  and  2. 

The  Births  and  Birth-Rate. 

The  total  births  registered  were  218 — males  120,  females 
98.  This  includes  2  male  and  5  female  illegitimates. 

This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  16. 1  per  1000  of  population. 
That  given  by  R.G.  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.3 

The  rates  for  previous  years  (1921-1924)  are,  1921,  17.3  ; 

1922,  16.3  ;  1923,  14.8  ;  1924,  16.5 

The  Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  deaths  registered  were  172,  males  90,  females  82. 

This  is  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  12.7  per  1,000  of  population. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.2. 

The  rates  for  previous  years  are  : — 1921,  11.9  ;  1922,  14.4  ; 

1923,  11. 2  ;  1924,  11. 3. 

The  increase  of  population  as  between  births  and  deaths 
for  the  year  is  46. 

There  were  76  outward  transferable  deaths  during  the 
year  of  which  65  were  deaths  in  the  County  Mental  Hospital 
at  Powick. 

Of  the  172  registered  deaths,  30  were  inward  transfers. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  AND  RATE. 

The  deaths  registered  of  children  under  i  year  were  8. 
This  is  equal  to  a  rate  of  36.7  per  1,000  births.  That  for 
England  and  Wales  is  75.  The  rate  for  previous  years  (1921- 
24)  are,  1921,  39.1  ;  1922,  68.4;  1923,  65  ;  1924,  53. 

The  causes  of  death  under  1  year  were,  status  lympheticus, 
1  ;  syncope  1  ;  basal  meningitis  r  ;  convulsions  1  ;  spina  bifida  1; 
congenital  heart  disease  1  ;  gastro  enteritis  1  ;  tabes  mesen- 
terica  1.  Total  8. 


Deaths  from  certain  specified  diseases  : — 

Deaths  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  . . .  Nil. 
Deaths  from  measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (Enteritis)  under 

2  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  influenza  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  T.B.  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  non-pulmonary  T.B.  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  Encephalitis  Lethargic  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Violence  (Accidents)  ...  ...  4 


The  rates  therefore  for  individual  diseases  are  as  follows  : — 


Influenza  death  rate 

•37  per 

1000 

popula. 

Whooping  Cough  death  rate 

.07 

; ) 

y  y 

y  y 

Encephalitis  Lethargic 

.07 

y ) 

y  y 

y  y 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

.07 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Violence 

.29 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

.88 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Enteritis  (under  2  years) 

4-5 

y  y 

y  y 

Births 

Inquest  percentage  of  total 

deaths  was 

5-8 

Other  Details. 

Number  of  inquests  held  13  (3  outward  transfers) 
Deaths  in  Asylums  3 

Deaths  in  Upton  Union  Workhouse  22  (7  outward 
transfers) . 

Deaths  in  persons  of  75  years  or  over,  58. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Hospitals  in  the  District. 

1.  Duckswich  Isolation  Hospital,  provided  by  the  District 
Council  for  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  cases  of  the  district. 

2.  Upton  and  Malvern  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital  in  Welland 
parish,  provided  by  the  Council  jointly  with  Malvern. 

Institutions  in  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm 
patients  from  the  District  and  from  outside  the  District . 

1.  County  Mental  Hospital,  Powick. 

2.  Upton  Workhouse. 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  district  receiving  patients 
from  the  District  but  not  being  subsidised  by  the  District 
Council. 

1.  Worcester  Infirmary  (General  and  Childrens) 

2.  Malvern  Hospital  (General  and  Childrens). 

3.  Knightwick  Sanatorium,  for  Tuberculosis,  provided  by 
the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Horse  Ambulance  kept,  for  taking  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph¬ 
theria  cases  to  Duckswich  Isolation  Hospital. 

Ambulance  for  general  use. 

The  British  Red  Cross  ambulances  stationed  at  Worcester 
and  neighbouring  towns  are  utilised  for  general  work,  such 
as  conveying  patients  to  hospital  or  nursing  home.  They 
do  very  good  work  and  are  available  night  or  day.  Payment 
for  use  of  ambulance  can  be  made  by  the  patient  if  he  can 
afford  it,  otherwise  the  expense  is  borne  by  the  British  Red 
Cross. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

1.  Upton-on-Severn  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

2.  Barnards  Green 

3.  Worcestershire  ,,  ,,  .  at  29  Foregate  St. 

The  above  are  run  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

4.  Venereal  Clinic  at  Worcester  Infirmary — open  to  all. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  The  Local  Authority. 

1.  Part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health — salary  contribution 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

2.  Full  time  Sanitary  Inspector — ’Salary  contribution  under 
the  Public  Health  Act. 

3.  Full-time  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  appointed  in  August 
1925  and  having  the  qualifications  of  the  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Meat  Inspection. 

4.  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Duckswich — part-time  and  lull  time. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  local  Authority  can  employ  nurses  for  special  cases, 
but  this  is  very  rarely  done. 

The  Worcestershire  District  Nursing  Association  supply 
midwives  who  also  act  as  District  nurses  as  follows  : — 


Address. 


Area. 


Castlemorton. 

Madresfield 

Severn  Stoke 

Kempsey 
Upton 
Powick 
Hanley  Swan 


Parishes  of  Castlemorton,  Berrow 
and  Birtsmorton. 

Parishes  of  Madresfield,  Guarlford 
and  Newland. 

Parishes  of  Severn  Stoke  and 
Croome. 

Kempsey  Parish. 

Upton  Parish. 

Powick  parish. 

Hanley  Castle  parish. 


In  addition  to  the  7  nurses  distributed  as  above  the  nurse 
living  at  Forthampton,  outside  the  Upton  district,  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  Bushley  parish  and  the  nurse  living  at  Staunton,  also 
outside  the  district  for  Eldersheld  parish. 

The  County  Council  supplies  a  whole-time  health  visitor 
living  in  Worcester  who  visits  in  the  following  parishes  : — 

Earls  Croome,  Hill  Croome,  Holdfast,  Longdon,  Little 
Malvern,  Queen  Hill,  Ripple  and  Welland. 

In  addition  there  are  two  trained  midwives  practising  in 
Upton  and  one  trained  midwife  practising  in  Kempsey. 
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Chemical  Analysis  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are 
made  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Shire  Hall,  Worcester. 

Blood  specimens  (venereal)  are  sent  to  Birmingham,  the 
outfit  required  being  kept  at  the  County  M.O.H.  Department, 
Worcester,  and  the  expense  borne  by  the  County  Council. 

There  is  no  existing  arrangement  for  the  preparations  of 
vaccines  or  for  examination  of  pathological  specimens. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the  District. 

1.  Bye-laws  on  Hop  Yards. 

2.  Bye-laws  on  New  houses. 

3.  Bye-laws  on  Slaughterhouses. 

4.  Bye-laws  for  prevention  of  nuisances. 

5.  Bye-laws  for  cleaning  of  footpaths  and  pavements  at  Upton. 

6.  Regulations  for  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  There  is  a  public  supply  from  a  bore-hole  at  Red  Hill,  nr. 
Upton,  yielding  3,800  gallons  per  day. 

It  supplies  the  town  of  Upton  and  up  to  the  present  there 
are  47  houses  and  1  institution  (the  Workhouse)  getting 
this  supply  of  pure  water. 

The  rest  of  Upton  is  supplied  by  wells. 

2.  There  is  a  public  supply  for  Powick  village — surface  water 
from  a  sandy  bed,  the  Ham  Hill,  and  delivered  to  a  stand 
pipe  in  the  village.  There  are  also  wells. 

3.  Madresfield.  Public  supply  from  Cowleigh  north  of  Malvern 
This  supplies  Madresfield  Court,  the  village  of  Madresfield 
including  the  school  and  other  houses  on  Madresfield  Estate. 
Total  houses  45.  Also  the  Almshouses  at  Newland. 

4.  Guarlford.  72  houses  in  Guarlford  parish  are  connected  to 
the  Malvern  supply.  The  local  authority  pays  2/-  per  1000 
gallons  and  supplies  householders  at  2/6  per  1000  gallons. 

5.  Berrow.  2  houses  are  supplied  from  the  Malvern  main. 
With  the  above  exceptions  the  water  supply  of  the  district 
is  from  shallow  wells,  most  of  which  if  samples  were  sub- 
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mitted  for  analysis,  would  be  declared  unlit  for  drinking- 
purposes. 

The  supply  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  from  shallow  well 
and  samples  which  have  been  submitted  from  this  source 
from  time  to  time  have  been  declared  unlit. 

Drainings  and  Sewerage. 

1.  Kempsey.  A  public  scheme  exists  for  this  village  and 
two  hamlets  Broom  Hall  and  Kerswell  Green. 

2.  Severn  Stroke.  Sewers  exist  delivering  into  ditches. 

3.  Croome  D’abitot,  Croome  Hill  and  Croome  Earl  parishes. 
Sewers  exit .  delivering  into  Ditches. 

4.  Ripple  Parish.  Sewers  exist  delivering  into  Ripple  Brok. 

5.  Powick  Parish.  Three  schemes  exist  : — 

(a)  Callow  End  sewer  with  disposal  site. 

(b)  Powick  village  sewer  and  disposal  site 

(c)  Kings  End,  sewer. 

(d)  Bartonford,  sewers  delivering  into 

Carey’s  Brook. 

6.  Newland,  sewers  delivering  into  ditches,  except  alms¬ 
houses  where  the  sewer  delivers  into  the  Malvern  public 
sewer. 

7.  Madresfield.  Sewer  exists  delivering  into  Madresfield 
brook.  This  sewer  is  most  unsatisfactory,  and  gives 
rise  to  many  nuisances  through  leakages. 

The  satisfactory  sewering  of  this  area  has  been  under 
consideration  for  many  years  and  an  extensive  scheme 
was  planned  by  a  firm  of  enquirers,  but  the  cost  of 
carrying  it  out  has  been  prohibitive. 

8.  Guarlford.  Two  public  sewers.  The  remainder  of  houses 
have  sewers  delivering  into  ditches. 

9.  Hanley  Castle.  Two  public  sewers,  the  rest  deliver  into 
ditches. 

10.  Upton-on-Severn.  4  schemes  maintained  by  the  local 
authority  the  remainder  of  houses  to  ditches  and  cesspools. 
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11.  Welland.  Individual  houses  to  cesspools,  the  remainder 
to  ditches  and  streams. 

12.  Castlemorton.  To  ditches  and  cesspools. 

13.  Longdon,  Queen  Hill,  Bushley,  Berrow,  Birtsmorton, 
Eldersfield  and  Holdgast. 

Individual  houses  to  ditches,  the  rest  to  cesspools. 


The  Sewerage  of  the  New  Council  Houses. 


Kempsey 
Earls  Croome 
Ripple 
Hill  Croome 
Powick 


Newland 
Guarlford 
Hanley  Castle 
Upton-on-Severn 

Welland 


Delivered  into  public  sewer. 

A  separate  small  scheme. 

A  separate  small  scheme. 

A  Cesspool. 

3  sites — 

(a)  At  Callow  End  site  connected  to 

public  sewer. 

(b)  White  Acre  site,  cesspool  and  filter 
bed. 

(c)  Deblins  Green  has  a  small  scheme  of 

its  own. 

A  cesspool  overflowing  into  ditch. 

2  cesspools,  one  with  overflow  into  a  ditch. 
Connected  to  Public  sewer. 

Both  building  sites  connected  to  the  public 
sewer. 

Holdfast — Oueen  Hill — Eldersfield  and  Cas- 
tlemorton  have  cesspools  with  filter  beds  for 
overflow. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  500  houses  with  handflushed  water  closets  in 
the  district,  all  the  closets  being  outside  the  houses.  The  rest 
are  privy  or  pail  closets.  Very  few  houses  have  earth  closets. 
Wherever  a  proper  sewerage  scheme  exists  the  conversion  of 
handflushed  water  closets  is  being  advised,  provided  always 
that  the  closet  is  outside  the  house. 


Scavenging. 

A  refuse  tip  is  provided  for  the  town  of  Upton  to  which 
the  householders  take  their  rubbish. 
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Schools. 

With  the  exception  of  Madresfield  school  which  has  a 
public  water  supply  from  Cowleigh,  all  the  schools  are  supplied 
by  well. 

School  Closures. 

Ripple.  Jan.  23rd  to  Feb.  2nd,  Influenza. 

Welland.  Jan.  28th  to  Feb.  gth,  Influenza. 

Powick.  April  1st  to  April  9th,  Measles. 

Severn  Stoke.  April  1st  to  April  9th,  Measles. 

Callow  End.  April  20th  to  May  4th,  Measles. 

Powick.  April  20th  to  April  27th,  Measles. 

Eldersfield.  June  29th  to  July  13th,  Whooping  Cough. 

Ripple.  June  29th  to  July  13th.  Measles. 

Longdon.  July  6th  to  July  20th,  Measles. 

Ripple.  July  13th  to  July  20th,  Measles. 

Certificates  Form  I.M.I.  for  attendance  at  school. 

Powick  school.  For  period  April  27th  to  May  3rd,  Measles. 

Ripple  school.  July  17th  to  July  24th.  Measles. 

Housing. 

There  is  no  acute  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district  and 
consequently  there  are  no  measures  being  taken  at  present 
to  get  houses  erected  for  the  working  classes. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  on  during  the 
year.  There  are,  however,  a  considerable  number  of  houses 
that  have  been  or  ought  to  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
The  state  of  such  houses  is  usually  one  of  general  decay — damp¬ 
ness,  leaking  roof,  badly  ventilated  and  lighted,  no  provision 
for  storing  food. 

The  new  Council  Houses  erected  after  the  survey  of  1919 
have  been  distributed  amongst  all  parishes  according  to  the 
needs  of  each,  and  these  have  certainly  eased  the  shotrage 
existing  after  the  war. 

Now  there  is  no  building  going  on  by  the  local  Authority 
and  very  little  private  building  as  the  present  prices  are 
prohibitive. 

The  result  is  that  houses  that  are  reported  as  unfit  for 
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habitation  by  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  have  closing  orders 

issued,  just  remain  occupied. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  ) 

9- 

(b)  With  state  asssitance  under  the  Housing  Act  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  o 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  3 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection. 

(i)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  22. 

(ii)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspector  of  District) 
Regulation  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions  1925  :  22. 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  or  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  :  6. 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  :  Unknown, 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informed  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers :  Unknown. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceeding  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act  1925, 

(1)  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  :  Nil. 

(2)  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil. 


(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 
owners  Nil. 

(3)  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  become  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  :  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  .By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  lit  ...  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  as  an  assistant 
to  Mr.  Price,  as  it  was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  do  the 
steadily  increasing  work  of  the  District  alone,  especially  the 
extra  work  in  connection  with  Meat  Inspection  and  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  milk  sellers  in  the  district. 
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I  cannot  say  yet  how  many,  but  they  are  gradually  being 
visited  by  the  Assistant  Surveyor  and  instructions  given  as 
to  what  is  required  to  be  done  to  their  premises  so  that  the 
Milk  they  sell  may  be  of  a  wholesome  and  pure  character. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  milk  sellers  are  glad 
to  know  and  are  having  the  work  required  done. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1925,  222  milk  sellers  had  applied  for 
registration. 

No  licenses  were  applied  for,  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
special  designations. 

Meat. 

In  connection  with  slaughtering  forms  are  issued  by  the 
Inspector  to  the  owners  of  Slaughterhouses  and  are  returned 
to  the  Inspector  with  details  as  to  when  slaughtering  is  to 
take  place. 

The  inspector  attends  regularly  and  all  condemned  meat 
is  disposed  of  at  the  Gas  Works. 

The  Inspector  holds  the  qualification  of  the  Sanitary 
Institute  for  Meat  Inspection. 

There  are  no  Public  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

No.  of  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.  1925. 

Registered  96  6 

Licensed  13  5 

10  9  11 

There  are  15  Bakehouses  in  the  District  and  all  were 
inspected  during  the  year. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  infectious  diseases. 

In  reviewing  the  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  during 
the  last  five  years,  I  find  that  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  have  been  consistently  mild. 

Cases  are  promptly  isolated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  in 
nearly  every  case  and  there  have  beenno  return  cases. 
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There  has  been  no  trouble  during  the  period  under  review 
with  Diphtheria  Carriers. 

I  have  not  made  any  use  of  the  Schick  or  Dick  Tests. 

Enteric  Fever  cases  appear  sporadically  mostly  from  the 
County  Mental  Hospital  in  Powick  Parish.  At  this  institution 
the  water  supply  is  from  Careys  Brook  and  just  above  the 
intake  from  the  Brook,  there  is  much  crude  sewage  pollution 
from  the  houses  in  Bastonford. 

No  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentry  or  Trench  Fever  have  been 
notified  in  the  5  years. 

Pneumonia  has  figured  largely  in  the  list  of  notifications — - 
Acute  lobar  and  Influenzal — always  in  greater  number  when 
there  is  an  epidemic  of  influenza  prevailing. 

Cases  of  Pneumonia  are  mostly  treated  at  home — some  are 
removed  to  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes  of  neighbouring 
towns. 

Chickenpox  was  made  a  notifiable  disease  for  some  time  in 

1923  during  the  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  Gloucester. 

There  has  been  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  notified  in  the 
District  during  the  5  years. 

There  have  been  3  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified 
during  the  period,  1  in  1921,  1  in  1924  and  1  in  1925. 

Two  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  1  in  1921,  1  in  1925. 

Influenza  was  epidemic  severely  in  the  spring  of  1922  and 

1924  when  there  were  17  and  11  deaths  in  respective  years. 

Anti-Influenza  vaccine  is  stocked  at  the  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Office,  but  no  Medical  Practitioner  has  made  use  of  any 
during  the  period  under  review. 

As  regards  Diphtheria  Anti-torin,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
this  is  not  often  used  before  admission  to  hospital  except  in 
cases  that  are  diagnosed  on  Clinical  signs  and  symptoms  only. 

Notifiable  Disease  ( other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1925. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  all  known  of  Infectious 
disease  (exclusive  of  Tuberculosis)  was  44. 


Pneumonia  17,  Diphtheria  15,  Scarlet  Fever  8,  Erysipelas 
2,  Encephalitis  Lethargica  1.  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1. 
Total  44.  See  Table  3. 

Scarlet  Fever.  8  cases,  all  to  Hospital,  no  deaths,  cases  in 
previous  years  1921,  51  ;  1922,  13  ;  1923,  20  ;  1924,  23. 

Diphtheria.  Total  cases  notified  15,  13  taken  to  Ducks- 
wich  Isolation  Hospital,  1  to  Malvern  Isolation  Hospital  and  1 
isolated  at  home.  7  were  swobed  with  positive  results.  Cases 
in  previous  years  : — 1921,  11,  ;  1922 —  2  ;  1923,  2  ;  1924,  2. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  1  case  admitted  to  Worcester 
Infirmary — died. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  1  case  treated  at  home. 

Pneumonia.  17  cases,  previous  years  : — 1921,  2  ;  1922,  20  ; 
1923,  11  ;  1924,  20. 

Tuberculosis.  New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 
See  table  IV. 

Total  Primary  Notifications.  21,  Form  A  20  ;  Form  B  1. 
To  this  total  2  were  heard  of  as  Transfers,  1  from  Birmingham 
and  1  from  Herefordshire.  Of  the  21,  12  were  Pal,  9  Non-Pal. 
Three  of  the  Pul.  cases  had  Sputum. 

Previous  years  : — 1921,  29  ;  1922,  22  ;  1923,  21  ;  1924,  15. 

Asylum  Notifications.  I  received  in  addition  to  the  above 
the  following  notification  from  the  County  Mental  Hospital. 


Pul.  T.B.  11 

Pneumonia  2 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Erysipelas  1 


Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

No  case  of  person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 

Hopyards.  I  carried  out  my  usual  Inspection  of  the  Hop- 
yards  during  the  Picking  season. 

At  one  yard  I  found  pickers  accommodated  in  pigstyes. 
These  pigstyes  were  of  the  ordinary  type.  They  were  well  built 


and  dry  (it  was  very  wet  at  time  of  inspection)  cement  floor, 
but  of  course  were  very  dark  with  only  the  usual  small  entrance. 

Incidentally  I  was  called  in  to  see  a  picker  in  one  of 
these  pigstyes  and  found  a  woman  had  given  birth  to  a  pre- 
mative  still-born  baby.  She  was  not  removed  and  made  a 
normal  recovery. 

Various  tables  are  appended  at  the  end  of  this  report 
including  one  by  Mr.  Price  on  work  done  during  the  year. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  my  appreciation  of 
the  high  abilities  and  valuable  co-operation  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  Price)  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  his  Assistant  (Mr.  Smith)  has  been  singularly  happy 
and  will  result  in  much  good  work  before  long. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  DAVIDSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1926. 
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TABLE  i. 


U pton-on-Severn  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

Vital  Statistics  of  District  during  1925  and  Previous  Years. 


Year  : 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year 

13,280 13,370 13,490 13,630 13,530 

Births — nett. 

Number 

230 

219 

200 

226 

218 

*  T?  of  p 

J.  vC4  L  v/  •••  •••  ••• 

17-3 

16.3 

14.8 

16.5 

16. 1 

Total  Deaths  registered  in 
District 

Number 

209 

236 

211 

233 

218 

Transferable  Deaths. 

Non-residents  registered 
in  District 

52 

66 

77 

79 

76 

Residents  not  registered 
in  District 

2 

23 

15 

20 

30 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
District. 

Under  one  year  of  age — 
Number  ... 

9 

15 

13 

12 

8 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births 

39-1 

68.4 

65 

53 

367 

At  all  ages — 

Number  ... 

159 

193 

151 

154 

172 

*Rate 

11.9 

14.4 

11. 2 

11.3 

12.7 

*Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


TABLE  2. 

Causes  of  Death  in  U pton-on-Severn  Rural  District. 

Male.  Female. 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  93  83 

1.  Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  - 

2.  Small  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  - 

3.  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  o 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  - 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  o  1 

6.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  - 
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7.  Influenza 

•  •  • 

Male. 

3 

Female. 

5 

8.  Enceph.  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

9.  Meningococcol  Meningitis 

•  •  . 

— 

— 

10.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

11.  Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

•  •  • 

... 

10 

10 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

14.  Diabetes 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

3 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

9 

16.  Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

15 

20 

17.  Arterio  Sclerosis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

0 

18.  Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

7 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

0 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duoderum 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

22.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27.  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Pregnancy 

— 

and  Parturition 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

•  •  • 

and 

— 

Premature  Birth 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

29.  Suicide  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

— 

31.  Other  defined  Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

18 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year— 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

“• 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

— 

1 

Total  Births 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

108 

IOI 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

104 

96 

Illegitimate 

Populat  ion — 13 ,530. 

•  •  • 

4 

5 

TABLE  3. 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural  Sanitary  District. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1925. 
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Deaths. 

rf 

1 

1 

1 

H 

1 

VO 

Total 

Cases 

taken 

to 

Hospital. 

M 

1 

'd- 

H 

00 

H 

l 

nf 

CM 

65  and 
over. 

Hill  1  1 

H 

in 

1  w 

m  >> 
rf 

CM 

H 

1 

1 

1 

r 

CO 

35-45 

yrs. 

CM 

H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

in 

X .  w 

8  * 

CM 

J 

CM 

H 

H 

H 

15-20 

yrs. 

H 

1 

1 

H 

1 

1 

CM 

vn 

1  ^ 

A  *"• 

O  >> 

HH 

1 

O 

CM 

1 

1 

12 

O  . 

►H  1/3 

1 

in  H 

1 

1 

CO 

H 

1 

1 

Tt- 

5 

yrs. 

1 

H 

CM 

1 

1 

VO 

4 

yrs. 

H 

1 

H 

H 

1 

1 

CO 

3 

yrs. 

H 

1 

CM 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

2 

yrs. 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

Under 

1  yr. 

Hill  1  1 

H 

At  all 

ages. 

H 

CM 

iO 

H 

00 

H 

H 

44 

Notifiable  Disease. 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas-  -  - 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Encephalitis 

Lethargies  - 

Anterior 

Poliomyelitis 

Total  - 
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TABLE  4. 


Upton-on-Severn  Rural  Sanitary  District . 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  1925. 


r 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  yr.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  to 

4  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

0 

5  „ 

9  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  „ 

14  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ 

19  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 

24  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ 

34  ••• 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35  >, 

44  ••• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  „ 

54  ••• 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  „ 

64  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

7 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

Total  Primary  Notifications,  21. 


Hospital  and  Sanatorium  admissions  and  discharges 


during  the  year  1925  : — 

Admissions  (Form  C),  6. 

Knightwick  Sanatorium 
Worcester  Infirmary 

Discharges  (Form  D),  5. 

Knightwick  Sanatorium 
Midhurst  Sanatarium 
Almeley  Sanatorium 


3  Pulmonary 
3  Non-pulmonary. 

2  Pulmonary,  1  Non-Pulmonary 
1  Pulmonary 
1  Pulmonary. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK 
COMPLETED  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31ST  DECEMBER, 


1925. 

Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or 
destroyed  Articles  through  steam  disinfector 

Houses  ( Housing ,  Town  Planning ,  &c.,  Act,  1909). 

No.  of  houses  erected 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  that  became  operative  ... 
No.  of  houses  with  defects  remedied  after  Closing 
Orders  ... 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined  ...  •  ... 

No.  of  houses  demolished 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  &c. 

No.  observed  ...  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  . 

House-drains. 

No.  laid  or  relaid  ... 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired 
No.  house-drains  tested  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals 
rectified 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  ... 
Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.'s  provided  . 

No.  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  water 

Privies  and  Ashpits 

No.  converted  to  pail-closets 


28 

1,198 


9 

22 

6 

6 

6 

3 
1 

1 

7 

4 

28 

28 

28 

1 

6 


13 

4 

6 


Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ... 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

year  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  registered 
No.  licensed 


6 

224 

18 


7 

5 
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Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 
reported 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 

Dairies. 

No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Bye¬ 
laws  dealt  with 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 
No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with  ... 
Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  District 

Lodging  Houses. 

No.  on  Register 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 


Food. 


Weekly 

28 

Occa¬ 

sionally 

Regis¬ 

tration 

etc. 

slowly 

proceed¬ 

ing. 


Occa¬ 

sionally 


No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption  ... 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con¬ 
sumption 

Remarks  : 

kF.S. — 18  samples  were  submitted  to  County  Analyst 
One  was  reported  good. 

One  subject  to  conditions.  Fit. 

16  Unfit. 


August  4th,  192b. 


M.  D.  PRICE, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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